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cially out of reach of the average worker but are
also unavailable because of their scarcity. There
are so few of them that they are not always obtain-
able even by the highly paid workers.

With all the new building that is being done in
Russia, the housing shortage is as acute now as it
was five years ago. This is explained by the growth
in the last few years of the industrial centers,
caused by the influx of labor from provincial vil-
lages and by the naturally rapid growth of the
Russian population. Moscow more than doubled its
population within the last decade; Kharkov and
many other industrial centers more than trebled
their population in the same period. The govern-
ment hopes to be able to solve the housing problem
in the course of the next five-year plan.

On my previously mentioned trip to Baku I had
an interesting discussion with the head of produc-
tion and drilling in the oil fields, to whom I had a
letter of introduction from Moscow. When I arrived
in Baku he was out in the fields and I didn't get to
see him. The next day I had a call asking me to
visit him in his office that evening at ten o'clock,
He asked us how we found conditions in the oil
fields, and I could truthfully tell him that I thought
they had made a great deal of progress in the last